
Understanding Grading at OTMS, 
a candidate IB school



To focus on student learning, it is 
necessary to have a grading 
policy that is fair, consistent, and 
meaningful.



The Overland Trail Middle School community 
believes assessment:

● Informs progress of the teaching and learning community
● Provides a clear purpose of continual academic and personal 

growth
● Communicates student growth toward content mastery
● Provides descriptive feedback that a student can use for 

reflection and growth
● Informs teachers as they plan and modify instruction



Criterion 
Related 
Grading

Rigorous Tasks (Depth of Knowledge)

Authentic Performances of 
Understanding

Provides feedback on the learning 
process

Improves the teaching process



Learning Opportunities- This is about 
getting better. This is about being 
risk-takers.
Formative assessments 
provide evidence of progress 
toward mastery of IB-MYP Criterion 
through student work on 
learning targets. These are a 
student’s “Learning Opportunities”.



What is considered a “learning 
opportunity”?

Learning Opportunities
(include, but not limited to)

Essays in draft form
Observations
Discussions
Group work
Quizzes
Progress checks

Participation
Exit Slips
Homework
Worksheets
Notes
Paragraphs



Assessment - Designed to provide information 
to be used in making judgements about a 
student’s achievement at the end of a period of 
instruction

Summative assessments
provide evidence of the 
mastery of IB-MYP 
Criterion. These are a 
student’s “Assessments”



What is considered an 
“assessment”?

Assessments
(include, but not limited to)

Essays (Final Draft)
Projects 
Tests
Quizzes
Speeches

Lab reports
Presentations
Posters
Paragraphs



Learning 
Opportunity and 

Assessment 
Marks

T = Turned in

M = Missing

I= Incomplete

0 to 8

“Blank” - the teacher has 
not yet scored the 
assignment

EXC or X= Excused



All rubrics follow 
the same leveled 

descriptors: 

IB Rubric Score Level

0 No Evidence of 
Performance

1 Limited
Performance

2

3 Adequate
Performance

4

5 Substantial
Performance

6

7 Excellent
Performance

8



Criterion Each subject in the MYP has four criterion

Since each subject has different learning objectives 
(or standards from the state or national level), each 
subject has different criteria.

Each of the criterion communicates “Learning 
Opportunities” and “Assessment”.

A B C D



Each content has 
four Objectives 
or Criterion as 
seen here. 

These are used 
as assessment 
criteria for MYP 
grading.



How do I understand Infinite 
Campus?
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At progress checks, no overall score 
will be communicated due to not 
having a full semester’s worth of time 
to gather evidence of student 
performance towards the four criterion.

Each Objective has a header 
beginning “Term S1”

Each Objective reports out 
Learning Opportunities and 
Assessment

Assignments receive a score of 0-8 
or is marked “Turned in”, “Missing”, 
or “Incomplete”

To Note: Approaches to Teaching and Learning is a 
criterion attached to all classes. This communicates 
any assignments that are not directly tied to a rubric 
for formative or summative assessment.



Final Marks Final marks are communicated two times each 
year:

● The end of first semester
● The end of second semester

These reports will include a student’s current levels 
of achievement in each of the four criterion (0-8), 
for each subject AND a final mark (1-7) in each 
subject.

This mark combines all four criteria and indicates a 
holistic level of achievement in each subject.



Q & A Can MYP criteria marks be converted to 
“traditional” letter grades?

No. MYP numeric marks represent descriptors, not 
a grade point average. In order to understand what 
MYP marks mean, it’s important to read the 
descriptors found in the rubrics.

The focus of the MYP is about how the student has 
grown and their performance in the moment of the 
assessment. Since the goal of MYP is to assess all 
of the criterion at least two times on the school 
year, growth will be able to be measured. Therefore, 
averaging grades over time would not be fair or 
consistent. 



Questions?
1. Check in with your child
2. Join us for Parent/Teacher Conferences
3. Reach out to your child’s teacher
4. Reach out to our administration or our MYP 

Coordinator, Christy Meredith.



References Smith, Diane. “MYP: Assessment FAQ1 (What Do MYP 
Grades Mean?).” YouTube, YouTube, 30 July 2015, 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eoo4aE0jO4A&t=0s&list=
PL-FwXOc1KpCt3qeIrINtrQOstZuwi2esN&index=10. 

Smith, Diane. “MYP: Assessment Overview.” YouTube, 
YouTube, 30 July 2015, 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGjVsDSXeww&list=PL-F
wXOc1KpCt3qeIrINtrQOstZuwi2esN&index=7.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eoo4aE0jO4A&t=0s&list=PL-FwXOc1KpCt3qeIrINtrQOstZuwi2esN&index=10
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eoo4aE0jO4A&t=0s&list=PL-FwXOc1KpCt3qeIrINtrQOstZuwi2esN&index=10
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGjVsDSXeww&list=PL-FwXOc1KpCt3qeIrINtrQOstZuwi2esN&index=7
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGjVsDSXeww&list=PL-FwXOc1KpCt3qeIrINtrQOstZuwi2esN&index=7

